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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 16 and 43 and amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for handling a tubular, comprising: 

a first gripping member operatively coupled to a second gripping member to 
retain the tubular; 

the first gripping member including a first jaw; and 

the second gripping member including a second jaw, wherein at least one of the 
jaws has an actuator to move the jaw i s actuatab l o independent of the gripping member 
in order to apply a force to the tubular. 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising [[an]] a 
second actuator to cause the first and second gripping members to engage the tubular. 

3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the second actuator 
comprises a piston and cylinder assembly. 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the second actuator 
comprises a spindle. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein rotating the spindle moves the first 
gripping member relative to the second gripping member. 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the second actuator is 
adapted to resist elastic deformation. 

7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the second actuator 
includes one or more cylindrical bearing. 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the second actuator 
includes one or more arcuate contact surfaces. 
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9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the force is applied by a cylinder. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein at least one of the first and second 
jaws includes a spherical bearing. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising one or more 
force distributors comprising pendulum bolts attached to the first and second gripping 
members . 

12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the socond jaw includos 
actuator is a hydraulic cylinder. 

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein at least one of the first and second 
jaws includes a spherical bearing. 

14. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising one or more 
force distributors comprising pendulum bolts connecting the first and second jaw to the 
first and second gripping members . 

15. (Currently Amended) A tubular handling assembly, comprising: 
a first tubular handling member; 

a second tubular handling member; and 

a torque member for applying torque to the second tubular handling member, 
wherein at least one of the tubular handling members includes: 

a first gripping member operatively coupled to a second gripping member 
to retain the tubula r, wherein a first actuator causes the first and second gripping 
members to move toward and away from one another : 

the first gripping member having a first jaw; and 

the second gripping member having a second jaw, wherein at least one of 
the jaws is actuatab l o has a second actuator to apply a force to the tubular. 



376888_1 



4 



PATENT 

Afty. Dkt. No. WEAT/0485 



16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The tubular handling assembly of claim [[16]], wherein the 
first actuator comprises a spindle. 

18. (Original) The tubular handling assembly of claim 17, wherein rotating the 
spindle moves the first gripping member relative to the second gripping member. 

19. (Currently Amended) The tubular handling assembly of claim [[16]] 17, wherein 
the first actuator is adapted to resist elastic deformation. 

20. (Currently Amended) The tubular handling assembly of claim [[16]] 15, wherein 
the force is applied by a cylinder. 

21. (Currently Amended) The tubular handling assembly of claim 20, wherein the 
second actuator comprises a spindle. 

22. (Currently Amended) The tubular handling assembly of claim [[16]] 15, wherein 
the torque member comprises a hydraulic cylinder. 

23. (Original) The tubular handling assembly of claim 15, wherein at least one of the 
first and second jaws includes a spherical bearing. 

24. (Original) The tubular handling assembly of claim 15, further comprising one or 
more force distributors. 

25-37. (Cancelled) 
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38. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for handling a tubular, comprising: 

a first tubular handling member coupled to a second tubular handling member, 
the first tubular handling member rotatable relative to the second tubular handling 
member, wherein one or more of the tubular handling members comprises: 

a first gripping member operatively coupled to a second gripping member 

to retain the tubular; 
the first gripping member including a first jaw, tho first gr i pping mombor 
rotatab l o ro l at i vo to tho socond gripp i ng mombor ; and 

the second gripping member including a second jaw, wherein at least one 
of the jaws has an actuator to move the iaw i s actuatab l o 
independent of the gripping member in order to apply a force to the 
tubular. 

39. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 38, further comprising [[an]] a 
second actuator to cause the first and second gripping members to engage the tubular. 

40. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the second actuator 
comprises a piston and cylinder assembly. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the actuator in the 
second jaw includes a hydraulic cylinder. 

42. (Currently Amended) A method for handling a tubular, comprising: 
providing a first gripping member having a first jaw; 

providing a second gripping member having a second ia w. the second gripping 
member operatively coupled to the first gripping member : 

moving the first gripping member toward the second gripping member through 
use of a first actuator: 

oporativo l y coup li ng tho f i rst gr i pp i ng mombor to tho socond gr i pp i ng mombor; 

engaging the tubular between the first jaw and the second jaw; and 
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actuating a second actuator coupled to the second gripping member and t he 
second jaw to apply a gripping force to the tubular. 

43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[43]] 42, wherein the first actuator is 
a spindle [[is]] rotated to move the first gripping member. 

45. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[43]] 42, wherein the first actuator is 
a hydraulic cylinder [[is]] activated to move the first gripping member. 

46. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 42, wherein the second actuator is a 
hydraulic cylinde r i s usod to actuato tho socond jaw . 

47. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising the first 
gripping member is rotatable relative to the second gripping member. 

48. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 15, further comprising the first 
gripping member is rotatable relative to the second gripping member. 

Please add the following new claims: 

49. (New) The tubular handling assembly of claim 24, wherein the one or more force 
distributors comprise pendulum bolts connecting the first and second jaw to the first and 
second gripping members. 

50. (New) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the second actuator is adapted to 
apply a second force to the tubular. 
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